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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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FOOD  COUPON  ALLOTMENTS  INCREASED 


FOOD  STAMP  COUPON  allotments  will  be  in- 
creased on  January  1,   1974  for  all 
participants  in  the  food  stamp  program 
in  the  48  contiguous  States  and  the 
District  of  Columbia.     The  Fc?od  Stamp 
Act,  amended  by  the  Agriculture  and 
Consumer  Protection  Act  of  1973,  pro- 
vides for  an  adjustment  of  coupon  al- 
lotments twice  a  year  to  reflect  changes 
in  the  prices  of  food  as  published  by 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics© 

The  allotment  increases  are  based  on 
the  cost  of  the  USDA  economy  food  plan 
as  it  is  computed  from  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  food  prices.     The  cost  of 
the  economy  plan  through  August  31, 
1973  was  $141.60  for  a  family  of  four 
with  schoolchildren.     Accordingly,  USDA 
will  raise  the  value  of  the  coupon 
allotment  from  $116  to  $142  for  a 
family  of  four  and  make  appropriate  ad- 
justments for  other  household  sizes. 

The  maximum  income  eligibility  stand- 
ards will  also  increase  for  all  house- 
hold sizes,   except  the  one-person 
household.     This  is  because  under  food 
stamp  regulations,  income  eligibility 
standards  are  set  at  the  income  poverty 
guidelines   (issued  by  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  based  on  the  Census  Bureau's 
poverty  levels  statistics)   or  at  the 
level  at  which  the  total  coupon  allot- 
ment equals  30  percent  of  income. 


xvhichever  is  higher.     In  the  case  of 
the  one-person  household  the  poverty 
income  cut-off  is  higher,   and  there- 
fore,  eligibility  standards  do  not 
change. 

The  maximum  income  standard  for  the 
four-person  household  will  increase 
from  $387  to^4l3. 

Separate  allotments  and  eligibility 
standards  for  Alaska  and  Hawaii  will 
be  implemented  x^7hen  costs  of  the 
economy  food  plan  in  those  States  are 
available. 

More  than  95  percent  of  the  more  than 
12  million  participants  will  benefit 
from  the  changes.     None  of  the  current 
participants  Xizill  receive  less 
benefits,  except  for  a  very  few  large 
size  households  at  the  upper  income 
ranges • 

Maximum  eligibility  standards  by  house- 
hold size  starting  January  1  are: 


One  $183 

Two  260 

Three©. ..o..  373 

Four  o  473 


Five  $560 

Six   646 

Seven........  726 

Eight..  806 


For  each  additional  household  member 
over  eight  add  $67  to  the  eight-person 
eligibility  level. 
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FOOD  STAMP  ALLOTMENTS  AND  PURCHASE  REQUIREMENTS  (Effective  January  1,  1974) 


48  States  and  Number  of  Persons  in  Household: 
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For  each  additional  household  member  over  eight  add  $20  to  the  eight  person 
allotment o 


FNS  DESIGNATES  MORE  COUNTIES 
FOR  FOOD  STAMPS 

IN  KEEPING  WITH  the  Congressional  man- 
date for  a  nationwide  food  stamp  pro- 
gram by  June  30,  1974,  FNS  designated 
an  additional  110  counties  in  seven 
States  on  Nov.  8  and  43  counties  in  five 
States  on  Nov.  12,  for  a  total  of  153 
counties  in  eight  different  States. 

With  83  of  the  designated  counties  in 
Missouri,  the  State  now  has  all  of  its 
114  counties  operating  or  designated  to 
operate  food  stamp  programs.  Twenty- 
seven  other  States  have  statewide  oper- 
ation or  are  designated  for  statewide 
operationo 

Nationally  the  status  of  county  parti- 
cipation in  family  food  programs  is: 
2736  food  starfp  counties  (operating  or 
designated);  327  food  distribution 
counties;   59  combination  counties 
(having  food  stamps  in  one  part  of  the 
county  and  food  distribution  in  another 
part  of  the  county);   seven  counties 
without  a  program. 

ADDITIONAL  FUNDING 

FOR  SCHOOL  FEEDING  PROGRAMS 

ON  NOVEMBER  7,  President  Nixon  signed 
into  law  P.L.  93-150,  "To  amend  the 
National  School  Lunch  and  Child  Nutri- 
tion Acts  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
additional  Federal  financial  assistance 
to  the  school  lunch  and  school  breakfast 
programs 

Provisions  in  the  new  law  which  are  of 
major  importance  include: 


lunch  served  a  payment  10  cents  less 
than  the  free  lunch  pa3mient.  The 
States  will  determine  the  level  of 
payment  to  individual  schools  within 
a  maximum  per  lunch  amount  of  not  less 
than  60  cents,  to  be  established  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.     This  change 
eliminates  the  Federal  commitment  for 
payments  above  the  average  rate  spe- 
cified by  the  Secretary  to  especially 
needy  schools. 

•  Provision  for  establishment  of 
average  payments  of  not  less  than  8 
cents  for  all  breakfasts  served;  not 
less  than  28  cents  for  free  breakfasts 
and  not  less  than  23  cents  for  reduced- 
price  breakfasts. 

•  A  requirement  for  a  semi-annual 
cost-of-living  adjustment  in  the  basic 
Federal  support  for  lunches  and  break- 
fasts. 

•  An  extension  of  the  Special  Sup- 
plemental Food  Program  (WIG)  through 
fiscal  year  1975  with  an  authorization 
of  $40  million. 

•  A  requirement  to  provide  milk 
under  the  Special  Milk  Program  to  all 
schools  and  child-care  institutions 
that  request  it,  and  to  provide  free 
milk  to  children  who  are  eligible  for  a 
free  lunch. 

•  The  addition  of  two  new  members  to 
the  National  Advisory  Council  on  Child 
Nutrition--a  rural  and  an  urban  school 
food  service  supervisor. 


•  An  increase  from  not  less  than  8 
cents  to  not  less  than  10  cents  in  the 
average  Federal  payment  for  all  lunches. 

•  A  change  in  the  way  the  additional 
Federal  assistance  for  free  and  reduced- 
price  lunches  is  calculated.     The  bill 
guarantees  to  each  State  for  every  free 
lunch  served  a  payment  of  not  less  than 
45  cents,  and  for  every  reduced-price 


•  Authority  to  make  up  with  cash  pay- 
ments shortfalls  in  distribution  of  do- 
nated foods  for  the  child  nutrition 
programs . 

•  Provision  for  USDA  to  conduct  a 
comprehensive  study  of  the  child  nutri- 
tion programs  and  to  report  findings 
and  recommendations  to  Congress  by 
June  30,  1974. 
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TWO  NEW  COOPERATORS 

IN  THE  SCHOOL  LUNCH  CAMPAIGN 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  and  the  Council  for 
American  Private  Education  have  joined 
the  "no  program  schools"  campaign. 

The  Council  for  American  Private  Educa- 
tion (CAPE)  has  furnished  FNS  with 
names  of  all  12,000  schools  represented 
by  the  organization.     FNS  has  broken 
them  down  by  Region  and  State,  so  that 
interested  schools  can  be  advised  as  to 
how  they  can  start  feeding  programs. 

Last  August  the  Legion  adopted  a  Reso- 
lution to  aid  the  child  nutrition  pro- 
grams. This  fall  the  group  is  holding 
a  series  of  area  conferences  where  FNS 
officials  are  providing  suggestions  on 
how  to  get  started. 

FOOD  PROGRAM  PEOPLE 

EARL  HUNIGAN  IS  the  new  Deputy  Adminis- 
trator for  Management  in  the  Food  and 
Nutrition  Service.     He  comes  to  FNS 
from  the  Federal  Aviation  Administra- 
tion, where  he  was  Executive  Officer  of 
the  Southern  Region.     There  he  was 
responsible  for  all  of  FAA*s  budget, 
audit,  manpower,  accounting,  management 
systems,   logistics,  and  air  transporta- 

FAMILY  FOOD  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAMS 

(AAillions  of  Participants) 


DONATED  FOODS 
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tion  security  activities  in  the  eight 
southeastern  States,  Puerto  Rico,  the 
Virgin  Islands,  and  the  Canal  Zone. 
Mr.  Hunigan  has  also  served  as  Special 
Assistant  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Transportation  for  Administration, 
Personnel  Officer  for  FAA's  Washington 
Area  Office,  and  Assistant  Director  of 
Civilian  Personnel  for  the  Coast  Guard. 

EUGENE  PITMAN,  a  program  specialist  in 
FNS*   Food  Distribution  Division,  has 
received  a  USDA  Certificate  of  Appre- 
ciation for  his  work  with  community 
groups  in  the  Washington,  D.C.  area. 
Mr.  Pitman  received  the  award  for  his 
"unselfish  and  dedicated"  work  in  Pro- 
ject 400,  where  he  acted  as  counselor 
to  students  at  Ribaut  Junior  High 
School,  and  for  his  involvement  in 
SOME  (So  Others  Might  Eat),   a  program 
that  aids  indigent  alcoholicso 

SOME  serves  more  than  4,200  meals  a 
month  to  the  poor.     In  addition  to 
USDA-donated  foods,  SOME  receives  free 
food  from  supermarkets,  an  industrial 
catering  company  and  a  franchised 
fried  chicken  drive-in©     The  program 
is  operated  by  a  private  group,  headed 
by  sociologist  Dr.  Veronica  Maz© 
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